2025 SCCL Premier Division Review Week 6 - by Jamie Dowley

Magnificent Malik makes it a Monday to remember...

Allscott Heath travelled to Ludlow as
big underdogs missing three crucial
players in Luke Thornton, Jason
Summers and captain Callum Starling,
with  Brad Thornton taking the
armband. The visitors would have
been keen for overseas pro Kuldeep
Devatwal to deliver and his 61 was
indeed the chief contribution in a total
of 154-7 off 41 rain hit overs. Luke
Miles with 3-30 and Joe Williams 2-28
were the pick of the home attack and
at halfway Ludlow would have surely
fancied a 6" straight win against a unit
missing arguably their 3 best bowlers.
However an outstanding new ball spell
from Thornton reduced the league
leaders to 75-6 , the stand-in skipper
taking a superb 5-23, and with Ludlow
having a long tail on paper the game |
looked up. Step forward winter signing
Salahuddin Malik (pictured), the seam
bowler had shown he was capable of
swinging the willow at Church Stretton on occasions, but this was unchartered territory for him at this level. With
Danny Bradley hanging around at the other end providing vital support, Malik was able to cut loose and his
68no off just 50 balls saw his side home with 2 wickets left, finishing the job with a huge six.

A delighted Chairman Phil Parker “ unbelievable really from Sal we didn’t really know he could bat like
that. We keep managing to get over the line, it probably won’t last as we do have some availability
issues coming up but while it does we will enjoy it”

Anything Ludlow can do, Wellington seem to match and they made it 6 out of 6 with a comfortable win over
inconsistent St Georges. At 81-2 the Dragons were going along nicely but then suffered a dramatic collapse
and despite 57 from pro Faizan Khan, could only muster 129. Brian Mudzinganyama with 3-21 and a brace
apiece for Dan Lloyd and Matt Simmonds were the main protagonists. In reply it was the same three again as
the pro made 39 and Simmonds and Lloyd 37no and 32no respectively to ensure an easy 8 wicket win.

Dan Vaughan “ a pretty comfortable win for us, pleased to give a 15 year old (Matthew Morris) a debut at
this level and he took a wicket with the new ball.” On Dan Lloyd “Dan leaves at the end of June to go to
Australia , but we have a couple of lads coming in from uni who will help ease the burden”

Wem v Sentinel is always a hard fought contest, and this was no exception with Wem having the better of a
high scoring renewal between 3™ and 4" in the table. Despite losing Harry Chandler and Karabo Mogotsi to the
new ball, Sam Peate was able to forge an outstanding partnership with Steve Blenkinsop that yielded 189 runs.
When Peate departed for 80 and Blenkinsop for a magnificent 102, there were still 10 overs left and that
enabled Matt Cohen (29) and Martyn Davies (43n0), a pair who always seem to bat well together pair, to really



punish the Sentinel bowlers in posting a score of 297-6. Jacob Binnersley with 4-57 to record 9 wickets over the
weekend was the pick of the Engines attack. In reply the visitors top order frailties were once again exposed as
Harry Astley took 4 wickets with the new ball to reduce Sentinel to 29-4, and it was left yet again to Captain
Marvel Ed Ashlin to dig his side out of trouble. As usual he found a willing partner in Connor Cheshire the pair
put together 144 for the 6" wicket and got their side back in with a sniff. However the reintroduction of Alex
Ollerenshaw saw Cheshire depart for 70 and when Ashlin was dismissed by opposite number Jim Astley for a
seasons best 83 the game was over. A brilliant weekend for Wem who have a big KO match at Allscott on
Thursday and then welcome title favourites Wellington to Soulton rd for a crunch clash.

Jim Astley “Fantastic weekend for us, great knocks from Blenks and Sam after we were in early trouble.
And nice for Matt and Martyn to spend time in the middle, posting a really good score. We have tried
Harry in the power play with Tom (Astley) missing and he’s done superbly. Gives me a bit of headache
for next week! Fair play to Connor and Ed they batted really well but Alex 2" spell was terrific to close
the game out”

Quatt got the better of Madeley at Park Street with the visitors chasing down 214 for the loss of 7 wickets. The
home side were once again beholden to overseas pro Mithun, the Sri Lanka with another half century, a 3 in a
row, his 67 was added to by Nadeem Ahmad (52) and Joseph Buttery (32). Quatt skipper Alex Biddle again
bowled well for 2-33 from his 10, while Scott Furber took 3-47. The away reply was looking in cruise control at
126-1, but the introduction of the Davis brothers Oli (3-27)and Sam (2-45) brought about a mini collapse with
Ryan Wheldon (36), Tom Whitney (66) both falling and the middle order then buckled to leave Quatt 170-7. It
was left to James Lunn with 25n0 and Scott Furber to keep their heads and see it through without further
damage.

Alex Biddle “We were cruising but some of us played a few loose shots to let them back in the game, but we do
bat very deep so | was never too worried’

“Relief is the overwhelming feeling” said Whitchurch chairman lain Marsh after his side finally got their first win
of the season at the 6" time of asking at Newtown. The Welsh side are now 4 losses from 4 at home and this
one was a very one-sided contest from the moment Saturday’s centurion Ben Price was adjudged caught
behind in the first over, one of 3 wickets for young fast bowler Alex Heath. With Kash Hussain also nipping in for
a couple of early wickets, it was over to Shabbir Khan (4-19) to weave his magic and wrap up the home innings
for 62. Despite a lengthy rain delay, Whitchurch saw it through with an 8 wicket win and a desperately needed
20 points. Rumours of a marquee new batting signing for Whitchurch were not denied by Marsh “‘watch this
space” was the chairman’s response.

Shelton also got things done quickly at Bridgnorth, the home batting failing to fire for the first time this year as
they were dismissed for 111. Sam Griffiths led the way with a seasons best 5-26 as only Aussie Jed
Schwarzbach offered much resistance with 28. Twinkle Jose with 2-11 also chipped in for the west Shrewsbury
side. In reply Yuvraj Sharma climbed off his sick bed to make 42 and then 25no from Saleh Ahmed saw it
through in quick time for a 7 wicket win.

Simon Jones “ Hats off to Yuvy for playing, he’s really struggling with this bug but it was a win we really
needed with some tough games coming up for us.”



